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To Swim or Mt to Swim?

Concerns about water quality at beaches along the Great Lakes have prompted the need to better understand
when waters are safe for recreation. A new collaborative project is aimed at improving information for beach
managers when they are faced with deciding whether to close beaches or issue advisories to protect public
health. This collaborative effort will draw on the expertise of U.S. Geological Survey and other federal, state
and local agencies.

The project has been funded through interagency implementation of the President’s Ocean Action Plan for 2008
and is expected to be funded through 2012. This research represents a broad commitment by USGS to the Plan.

“The strong existing partnerships and scientific expertise needed to address Great Lakes recreational water
quality issues made this Great Lakes partnership a perfect candidate to address the Ocean Action Plan and its
near term research priorities,” said John Haines, USGS Coastal and Marine Geology Program Coordinator.
“This partnership will significantly improve our understanding of the factors related to beach closures, and will
provide important new tools and information Great Lakes beach managers need for effective decision making.”

Scientists will focus on improving water-
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